MALA 46th AGM (VIRTUAL)
Minutes
Wednesday, August 26, 2020

IN ATTENDANCE (on-line)
Full Members:
David Bodnarchuk
Vanessa Jukes Strutt
Ryan Wakshinski
Chantal Alary
Bhavana Bonde
Kaili Brown
Lindsay Lagman
Heather Cram
Darcy Granove
Dean Spearman
Stephen Popovich
Rajinder Singh
Maggie Bonnetta
Meaghan Hunter
Alan Tate
Andrea Kennedy
Melissa Neirinck
Monica Giesbrecht
Danielle Loeb
Aileen Zubriski
James Hudson
Shauna Prociuk
Rachelle Kirouac
Negar Hakimjavadi
Marie Lachiver
Constantina Douvris
Lia Abolit
Marie Etcheverry
Jori Pincock
Elizabeth Christiansen
Blaise Lachiver
Ryan Epp
Suzy Melo
(by Proxy)
Nataša Juck
Christine Wilson-Macleod
Lana Reimer
Leanne Muir
Glen Manning
Jacqueline Wilkie
Brad Wilson
Cynthia Cohlmeyer
Shannon Baxter

Mark Bauche
Scott Rosin
Cheryl Dixon
Dietmar Straub
Windy Fok
James Thomas
Jean Trottier
Jeff Frank
Bruce Dixon
Ian Legge
Ute Holweger
Vic Lee
John Harper
Associates:
Shannon Loewen
Taylor Bishop
Kevin Handkamer
Jane Hilder
Emily Sinclair
Students:
Aaron Bomback
Elise Ouellette
Dilaxshy Sivagurunathan
Alyssa Magas
Naomi Ratte
Friends of the Profession
Kevin Bettridge
Other:
Janet Thomas, ED
Doug Hanna, MAA
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Don Hester
John Irwin
Chelsea Synychych
Ron Lausman
Chris Nelson
Carol Craig
Douglas Clark
Laurie Lamb Wagner
Jeff Frank
Cheryl Oakden
Steve Miville
Indy Mitra
Rebecca Lauhn-Jensen
Andrew Johnson
Total of full members present 68 (45 member attendees + 23 proxies)
Minimum required for quorum: 58 (51% of 114)
Therefore, it was established that a quorum existed, and this was a legally constituted meeting in
accordance with the By-laws.
1.

CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
President David Bodnarchuk called the meeting to order at 12.11 pm and gave the land
acknowledgement. He thanked all in attendance for the 46th MALA AGM and extended a warm
welcome to the Association’s special guests, Doug Hanna, President, MAA and, Kevin Bettridge,
Friend of the Profession, with Park Street Solutions.
David’s introduction included an overview on the COVID pandemic and systemic racism and its
impacts around the world and its impacts on MALA and noted that as MALA moves forward, it is
embracing change and committing to do better in many ways, for example, the newly created
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee, continuing education online, and ongoing virtual
MALA Council meetings.
David provided an update on MALAs internship program, MALAs role in redrafting the CSLA
reciprocity agreement, the hosting of MALAs most successful golf tournament ever, raising an
impressive amount for LACF, and MALA’S pursuit of Name Act.
David advised that this year MALA members have been sought out and invited to sit on public
boards and committees, more than at any point and how MALA is exploring new ways to reach
out to the public through its communications committee. MALA is seeking ways to be more
inclusive and attract new membership, is looking to strengthen ties with the University and is
exploring new awards and initiatives. David thanked the committees, task forces and all
volunteers for their hard work and dedication.
David shared news that MALA has arranged to host the 2024 CSLA Congress which marks
MALA approaching 50 years. Efforts will likely begin in 2022 when MALA will strike a steering
committee.
David introduced the MALA Council Members
-

Chantal Alary (Past President)
Vanessa Jukes (Vice-President)
Ryan Wakshinski (Treasurer)
Anna Thurmayr (U of M Rep)
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-

Shauna Prociuk (Director)
Shannon Loewen (Associates Rep) and James Frank (Alternate Rep)
Kathryn McCudden (Students Rep) and Elise Ouellette (Alternate Rep) and now Aaron
Bomback (Alternate Rep)

David thanked Shannon and Mark as they have been instrumental in the preparation of today's
AGM.
David acknowledged and thanked the Executive Director, Janet Thomas.
David acknowledged the members, associates and students who sit on various task forces, subcommittees and serve on behalf of MALA as representatives on outside boards.
David referred to a slide that contained an organization chart, which showed the current makeup
of MALA and the extent to which MALA is reaching.
He acknowledged the students of LASA for their tireless work and for spearheading collaborative
events between LASA and MALA throughout the year.
David announced one new Active Out-of-Province Member (Brad Wilson) and 6 new Associate
Members (Sean Gallaher, Meaghan Giesbrecht, Curtis Krul, Janelle Harper, Ryan Coates, Omar
DeMesa)
David took a moment to acknowledge the passing of Alexander E. Rattray and David P. Penner.
David shared the following and offered congratulations for their hard work and dedication:
•
In May of 2019 at the Vancouver CSLA Congress two MALA members were invested into
the CSLA College of Fellows: Monica Giesbrecht and Bob Somers.
•
This year’s 2020 CSLA Awards of Excellence in the small-scale landscapes category went
to the Winnipeg firm, Public City Architecture, given the National Award for their project
entitled Manitoboggan.
•
In February of 2020, the National Urban Design Awards were awarded by the RAIC, CIP
and the CSLA: in the category of Civic Design receiving a Certificate of Merit, for the work
entitled Northeast Exchange District Public Realm was awarded to HTFC Planning and
Design in collaboration with WSP Engineering, the city of Winnipeg and CentreVenture
Development Corporation.
•
The U of M. Faculty Award winners announced in January of this year: Manitoba
Association of Landscape Architects metal for the 2018-19 fall, winter session has been
awarded to Omar De Mesa and the MALA Fellowship in Landscape Architecture for the
same fall, winter session has been awarded to both Kathryn McCudden and Krista
Renwick.
•
In addition to these the faculty granted 19 other awards to landscape architecture students.
At this point, D. Bodnarchuk turned his attention to the formal part of the AGM and reminded
those in attendance that only registered Members of MALA have voting rights.
2.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOVED by R Epp/M Giesbrecht that the Agenda be approved.
CARRIED
3.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

MOVED by J Harper/J Thomas that the Annual General Meeting Minutes of March 15, 2019 be adopted
as presented.
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CARRIED
4.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT
i)

Update on Communications Committee

Vanessa Jukes Strutt provided a summary of the year’s highlights and achievements as follows:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

ii)

Committee members for 2018 and 19: Meaghan Hunter, Krista Renwick, Marcela Karsin,
Shannon Loewen, Mark Bauche, Rachelle Kirouac, Meaghan Pauls, Danielle Loeb, Emily
Sinclair, Janelle Harper, Marie Lachiver, Indy Mitra, Vincent Hosein, Kathryn McCudden
and Madeline Dafoe.
Landscape architecture month was held in September of each year and thanked event
leaders and volunteers.
CanStar articles were published again in 2018 and 2019 and thanked contributors and
organizers, Shannon Loewen and Emily Sinclair.
MALA-LASA Movie Nights. Special thanks to LASA and to panelists at those events.
November is speed mentoring. Thank you to the students that attended and mentors.
Thank you to Nadi Design and FT3 for hosting office visits in 2018 and the City's Planning
Property and Development and CentreVenture for 2019.
A new event was debuted in 2018, the MALA-LASA Bowling Night. Thank you to LASA,
Shannon Loewen and Rachelle Kirouac, as well as professional participants.
Framing the Landscape.
A thank you to Emily Sinclair for taking the reins for Meaghan Hunter and bringing great
ideas and initiatives to enhance MALA’s social media presence.
A thank you to the many volunteers over the years on the Communications Committee
(ComCom). Vanessa mentioned Derek Murray who represents the foundation of the
ComCm from its grass roots to its current form, which was championed by Bob Somers and
thanked Derek and Bob and all the builders that helped to set the foundation for today's
ComCom.
Vanessa mentioned a few key individuals that went above and beyond: Maggie Bonnetta,
Ryan Wakshinski, Suzy Melo, Meaghan Hunter, Marcela Karsin, Kari Zahariuk, Kyla
Tulloch, Marie Lachiver and Shannon Loewen. Emily Sinclair and Rachelle Kirouac.
Update on CLARB

Shannon Loewen provided an update on CLARB and referred to the membership dues increase
resolution. Shannon’s update is below:
In 2015 the MALA amended their requirements for full membership, now must complete all four
sections of the exams administrated by the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration
Board or CLARB. Although the requirements for full membership has increased, the MALA is
currently not a member of CLARB. MALA had an arrangement with the Ontario Association of
Landscape Architects permitting our associate members to register with CLARB through the
OALA at no cost to MALA. The OALA registration body recently expressed concerns regarding
the increased administrative time and registration costs associated with providing the service to
MALA. An offer was extended to the OALA, to provide an administrative fee to help cover some
of these costs and continue to allow the associates to register through the OALA.
At a Council meeting in October of 2019, the MALA was advised that the OALA would no longer
be providing administrative services to our associates effective December 31 of 2019. In their
place the Alberta Association of Landscape Architects agreed to provide this service with an
annual administrative fee of $100 per registrant which was to be distributed directly to the MALA
associates. As an unexpected cost to associates in order to fulfill a requirement of membership,
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the MALA Council agreed that the administrative costs proposed by the AALA would be covered
by the membership for those associates writing the LARE exams in 2020.
For 2022 and onward should MALA continue with providing the administrative fees for the
service, a funding source would be required and therefore an increase in membership dues of
7% for members and associates would be proposed. This increase also considers the cost of
inflation. Alternatively, the MALA Council has been encouraged by other Canadian components,
namely OALA, the AALA and the BCSLA to join CLARB as a member. The advantages of joining
CLARB would be greater autonomy in administration of tests, a formal vote on the governance of
CLARB, and greater influence on the content of the LARE exams to ensure relevance to our
location, climate and more. As we've instituted the LARE exams as a requirement for
membership in the MALA, it's logical that we belong to the organization that administer these
exams. Costs for the MALA to become a member of CLARB are approximately $7,000
Canadian per year. This does not include costs for attendance in annual optional CLARB
conferences. The MALA Council agrees that membership in CLARB would be advantageous
and recommends taking this route as opposed to continuing with our agreement with the AALA.
Both the MALA and the CSLA proposed no increases in dues for the 2021 year. Therefore, the
MALA Council has tabled the resolution that originally saw a 17% increase of 2021 membership
dues for members and associates to help cover the cost of CLARB membership. The MALA
Council proposes that this resolution be revisited at the 2021 AGM, for 2022 membership dues
increase. The MALA Council believes that after many years of discussion regarding CLARB
membership and with the new administrative costs associated with the AALA registration
imposed on our membership, now is the time to take action.
Shannon concluded asking that membership consider the fee increase in 2022 both to support
the future of the MALA membership and to help support fellow components by contributing
another Canadian voice and vote to the CLARB board.
David reminded participants that because COVID happened MALA Council decided that this was
not the best time to raise fees and made it clear we are not asking for this resolution to be voted
on or passed today. This is for information only. The document will be provided to the
membership following the meeting, and in a subsequent AGM, possibly next year, this will be put
out as a resolution to be voted on and discussed as a membership. David also noted that we,
even with proposed fee increases, still have one of the lowest fees of any Canadian component.
In response to a question, has sharing membership with SALA been explored, David advised it
has. SALA does not have LARE exams at this point however they are looking into it. Shannon
advised that MALA has investigated with Nunavut and Northwest Territories, however both do
not have associate members.
A final question was, if full members would like to take additional exams will funding for the AALA
administration be available to them as well? David advised that is something that as a Council,
we can discuss extending, although at this time it was for associates only.
5.

CONSIDERATION OF 2020 BUDGET
Janet Thomas referred to the 2020 Budget and provided the following update:
The 2020 budget approved by Council showed in a deficit position due to an unexpected
administrative fee and to an increase in travel costs.
Regarding the administrative fee, MALA is currently not a member of the Council of Landscape
Architectural Registration Boards (referred to as CLARB) and as a result, for many years, had an

MALA ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, August 26, 2020
Page 6

arrangement with the Ontario Association, who is a member of CLARB, to permit our Associate
members to register with CLARB through them in order to write the four sections of the L.A.R.E
and at no cost to MALA. Unfortunately, MALA was advised Ontario would no longer be providing
administrative services to our Associates to enable them to write the exams, effective December
2019. In their place, the Alberta Association (also a CLARB member) agreed to provide this
service, at a cost to the Associates of $100.00 per associate registered. As this is an unexpected
admin cost to Associates in order to fulfill a requirement of MALA membership, and because it
created a situation where we could potentially lose Associates to the Alberta Association, MALA
council agreed to absorb the administrative fee to Associates registering to write the L.A.R.E.
exams in 2020 using our reserve.
With respect to an increase in travel costs, the CSLA-AALA Congress Planning Committee
invited the component Executive Directors to the 2020 CSLA-AALA Congress at a 50% rebate on
the registration. MALA Council supported the MALA ED attending. This in-person meeting would
allow the component associations and CSLA staff to build on their existing collaborations on
areas such as the member experience, reciprocity, continuing education, and alignment of
processes. For 2020, the travel cost increased by an additional $2,000.00.
Projected revenues in 2020 were therefore at $60,678.50 and spending at $64,265.00 which
resulted in a deficit position of $3,586.50 which was to be paid for from the cash in bank.
However, COVID arrived, and travel plans, and meetings were cancelled, and a couple other
costs came in less than anticipated (such as the LARE charge & ED services), and therefore the
2020 budget spending actuals are estimated to come in lower than anticipated at approximately
$52,000, with no deficit position.
Very briefly regarding the 2019 budget, actual total revenues came in just slightly lower compared
to what was projected with a $189.00 variance. Actual total spending in 2019 was considerably
lower than what was projected by approximately $11,400. Although Legal fees came in higher
than expected, spending on awards, publicity/promotion, and ED services were less than
anticipated.
As there were no questions regarding the budget from the membership, Janet called on MALA
Treasurer Ryan Wakshinski to make a motion to receive as information the unaudited MALA
Financial Statements as at December 31, 2019 and to confirm the approved MALA 2020 Budget.
MOVED by R Wakshinski/M Hunter that the unaudited Financial Statements as at December 31,
2019 be received as information, and the 2020 Budget be confirmed as presented.
CARRIED
6.

SPECIAL ADDRESS
i) MALA Life Member Award – James C. Thomas
Shannon Loewen announced that MALA was proud to bestow Life Member Status to James
Thomas. She noted that this status grants all privileges of membership, but recipients are
exempt from paying annual membership dues. Shannon provided a summary of James’ career
and experiences, which extended over 35 years, his activities as an avid outdoorsman and
wilderness camper, his many contributions, advocacy, and myriad of achievements, and of his
support of students and graduates and landscape architecture as an advisory, mentor and
teacher.
Shannon concluded asking all in attendance to join in virtually congratulating Jim Thomas on
receiving the 2020 MALA Life Member Award. Jim will be presented with an award at his
keynote presentation during MALA Night on a date yet to be confirmed.
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ii) MALA Past President Award – Chantal Alary
David Bodnarchuk confirmed that it was his pleasure to present the Past President Award to
Chantal Alary. David provided an overview of Chantal’s roles on MALA which tenure started in
2007 and included that “under her watch MALA has grown and adapted and flourished and her
work has helped to position us for whatever may come.” David concluded by asking members to
join him in virtually thanking Chantal for her service to MALA. A small gift will be presented at a
more convenient time as a token of shared appreciation.
David then invited Past President, Chantal Alary to confirm the elections to the 2020 Council.
7.

ELECTIONS TO COUNCIL
In her final duty as Past President, Chantal Alary referred to the Agenda attachment and
reviewed the proposed slate of Directors on MALA Council:
CANDIDATE
David Bodnarchuk, CSLA
Vanessa Jukes Strutt, CSLA
Meaghan Hunter, CSLA
Shauna Prociuk, CSLA
Anna Thurmayr, CSLA
Constantina Douvris, CSLA
Blaise Lachiver, CSLA
Shannon Loewen
Elise Ouellette

OFFICE [2020-2022]
Past President
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
University of Manitoba Representative
Director
Director
Director (Associates Representative)
Director (Student Affiliates Rep)

C. Alary invited further nominations from the floor, but as none were forthcoming, she called the
vote.
MOVED by B Bonde and seconded by M Giesbrecht that the proposed slate of Directors for Council be
declared by acclamation.
CARRIED
At this point, C. Alary invited incoming MALA President Vanessa Jukes Strutt to Chair the rest of
the meeting.
Vanessa Jukes Strutt thanked everyone for the opportunity and briefly shared a vision for MALA
moving forward, touching on opportunities for further engagement and collaboration, and
including the newly formed MALA Equity and Diversity and Inclusion Committee. Vanessa
welcomed any individuals who may be interested in participating to reach out to her.
8.

QUESTIONS

Vanessa Jukes Strutt opened the floor up for questions from the membership.
Vanessa Jukes concluded by thanking all in attendance and asking for a motion to adjourn.
9.

ADJOURNMENT

MOVED by D Bodnarchuk that the meeting be adjourned (at 1:04 pm).

