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Don’t miss the 2018 MALA Golf Tournament, which will be held on Thursday,
August 30, 2018 at the Assiniboine Golf Club!
Those who register in groups of two (2) will be paired up with another twosome as a way of fostering new
connections between industry friends, professionals, and academia. Those who prefer to form their own
team are still welcome to register as a foursome. Either way, please join us for 9 holes, exciting contests,
a barbecue steak dinner, and fun prizes (including Most Fashionably Attired Golfers)! If you can’t make it,
why not consider sponsoring the event? All proceeds support students at the Department of Landscape
Architecture at the University of Manitoba. Contact the MALA office at mala@mala.net for more information.
An exciting announcement to share! Janet Thomas has been appointed as the Association’s Executive
Director effective January 1, 2019. Janet is eminently qualified, with over 30 years experience at the City
of Winnipeg, most recently as Manager of Corporate Initiatives and Administration in the Office of the CAO.
Having taken early retirement, Janet looks forward to this responsible yet flexible opportunity with MALA.
Job sharing will commence October 1, 2018 but in the meantime, she will commence informal cross-training
this summer, gaining access to MALA information over a gradual period. MALA Council is very pleased
with the Search Committee’s efforts to identify the ideal candidate, and everyone looks forward to a smooth
transition!
The Association was recently pleased to welcome James Frank as the new alternate Associates
Representative on MALA Council. James works in conjunction with Shannon Loewen, the primary Rep.
Effective September 2018, Krista Renwick has been confirmed by the Landscape Architecture Students
Association (LASA) as the new primary Student Affiliates Representative on MALA Council. Kathryn
McCudden will take her place as the alternate Rep and we look forward to working with her. Thanks again
to former representative Vanessa Vermeulen for all her hard work and conscientious service!
Have you visited the new MALA website? Take some time to navigate www.mala.net – it is still a work in
progress, but your comments and suggestions are welcome. You may also wish to check recent job
postings!
Following acceptance by the Examining Board, several membership applications were approved at a recent
Council Meeting. We are pleased to welcome the following individuals to MALA:
Blaise Lachiver was accepted as a Member. Blaise graduated with a B.Env.D. in 2011 and an MLA in
2016, both from the University of Manitoba. He has been employed with M3 Contracting o/a PlaygroundsR-Us since 2017.
Melissa Neirinck was accepted as a Member. Melissa graduated with a B.Env.D. in 2012 and an MLA in
2014, both from the University of Manitoba. She has been employed with McGowan Russell Group since
2014.
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Nefeli Mitrovgenis was accepted as an Associate. Nefeli graduated with a B.Env.D. in 2009 and an MLA
in 2015, both from the University of Manitoba. She has been employed with Lombard North Group since
2015.
We are also pleased to welcome State Industries - Waterjet Solutions as a Friend of the Profession of
Landscape Architecture.
For information about State Industries - Waterjet Solutions and its
products/services, please visit www.statewaterjet.com or call (204) 697-2586, or email Nathan Sawatzky
(Sales & Marketing Coordinator) at nathan.state@mymts.net.
Publication of the MALA eLetter will be suspended until Council meets again in the fall. Until then, watch
for announcements regarding a host of events being organized to celebrate Manitoba Landscape
Architecture Month in September.
Have a busy and productive summer – but don’t let it get away!
Regards,
Valerie Lindberg
MALA Executive Director

Follow MALA on:
Facebook ~ Instagram ~ Twitter
(click on icons below)
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