Minutes
MALA Annual Meeting
Friday, March 23, 2012
The King's Head Pub
2nd Floor - 120 King Street
IN ATTENDANCE (in person)
Full Members:
Chantal Alary
Bhavana Bonde
Maggie Bonnetta
Jocelyn Chorney
Doug Clark
Cynthia Cohlmeyer
Constantina Douvris
Ida Giannini
Monica Giesbrecht
Darcy Granove
Aaron Hirota
Glen Manning
Ted McLachlan
Emeka Nnadi
Doug Peever
Bob Somers
Dean Spearman
Alan Tate
Charlie Thomsen
Jean Trottier
Eduardo Villafranca
David Wagner*
Ryan Wakshinski
Liz Wreford Taylor
*No Dinner

(by Proxy)
Allan Beech
John Buchko
Lee Caldwell
Carol Craig
Heather Cram
Bruce Dixon
Jeffrey Frank

Associates:
Mark Bauche
David Bodnarchuk
Kaili Brown
Tim Hogan
Meaghan Hunter
Kurtis Kowalke
Kara McDowell*
Indy Mitra*
Alaina Prokopchuk*
Lana Warantz
Elizabeth Wagner*
*No Dinner

Other:
Valerie Lindberg (Ex Dir)
Ralph Stern & Guest**
Jae-Sung Chon & Guest**
Marcy Eaton
Allison Birkett
Allyson Bissky
Karen Sturgeon
Ian Taylor
Rob Zonneveld
**No Charge for Dinner

Students:
Saira Abdulrehman
Katie Black
Dustin Dilts
James Frank
Roxanne Gratton
Anita Green
Jason Hare
Peter Hill
Vincent Hosein
Vanessa Jukes
Andrea Linney
Danielle Loeb
Shannon Loewen
Sarah Mitchell
Nefeli Mitrovgenis
Stephen Muirhead
David Paton
Jori Pincock
Shawn Stankewich
Ian Stephens
Chelsea Synychych
Tamara Urben-Imbeault
Adam Watson
Kevin Wiens
Trent Workman

Christina Harris
Richard Hurst
David Jonas
Laurie Lamb Wagner
Brad Lindeburgh
Derek Murray
Cheryl Oakden

Ken Rech
Mike Scatliff
Gunter Schoch
James Thomas
Ben Tymchyshyn
Jennifer Wagner
Gavin Wyman

Total of full members present: 45
Minimum required for quorum: 41 (51% of 80)
Therefore, it was established that a quorum existed and this was a legally constituted meeting in
accordance with the By-laws.
President E. Nnadi called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. He welcomed all in attendance to the
combined Annual General Meeting and MALA Night event.
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1.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOVED by Trottier/Villafranca that the Agenda be approved.
CARRIED
2.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOVED by Giesbrecht/Spearman that the Annual General Meeting Minutes of March 18, 2011 be
adopted as presented.
CARRIED
3.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
i) MALA Life Member Award
E. Nnadi announced that it was his honour to recognize Professor Charlie Thomsen with
only the 4th Life Member Award ever granted by MALA. He noted that other recipients
included Gunter Schoch, Alex Rattray, and Garry Hilderman, and he outlined the
selection criteria - namely that any full Member or Retired Member in good standing for at
least 20 years, who has retired from active practice and has made a significant
contribution to the profession, may be awarded Life Member status by MALA Council.
After briefly summarizing Professor Thomsen's distinguished teaching career and
professional accomplishments, E. Nnadi described the huge impact that meeting Charlie
15 years ago had made on his own life, explaining that it was Charlie who had steered
him towards a career in landscape architecture. He acknowledged that Charlie Thomsen
had undoubtedly been an inspiration to many MALA professionals, so it was his pleasure
to present him with a small gift in recognition of being awarded MALA and CSLA Life
Member status.
ii) MALA Past President's Award
E. Nnadi announced that Glen Manning was concluding his term as MALA Past
President. After describing him as another source of inspiration and thanking him for his
years of service on MALA Council, he presented him with a small gift to acknowledge his
considerable contributions to the Association.
iii) CSLA Professional Awards
As Chair of the CSLA Professional Awards, Alan Tate was invited to comment on the
2012 program.
A. Tate announced that there had been 76 entries this year, which was considerably
higher than the typical average of 50. After briefly reviewing notable shifts in provincial
submission statistics, he announced that two MALA firms had received national awards,
which would be presented at the CSLA Congress: Hilderman Thomas Frank Cram
would receive a National Honour Award for the project RESOLVE: Negotiation and
Implementation
of
Aboriginal
Land
Claims,
and
Straub/Thurmayr
CSLA/Landschaftsarchitekten would receive a National Merit Award for the project
Chenshan Botanical Garden.
In the meantime, A. Tate said it was his pleasure to present regional award certificates to
the following MALA firms:
Alan Tate accepted a Regional Merit Award on behalf of Straub/Thurmayr
CSLA/Landschaftsarchitekten for its project Instant Garden.
Constantina Douvris accepted a Regional Citation Award on behalf of Hilderman
Thomas Frank Cram for its project EMERGE: The Transformation of Kenora from
Industry to Tourism.
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A. Tate concluded his remarks by thanking several students for their assistance in
organizing the CSLA Professional Awards program, including - but not limited to Chelsea Synychych, Shannon Loewen, Shawn Stankewich, Jason Hare,
Kristen Struthers, and Stephen Muirhead.
E. Nnadi acknowledged the significant work involved in hosting the CSLA Awards and
thanked Alan Tate for his efforts as Chair of the program.
4.

2011 ANNUAL REPORTS
i) Name Act Taskforce
E. Nnadi referred to his submission in the 2011 Annual Report, but indicated that it was
probably appropriate to open the subject up for discussion again. He noted that other
initiatives and external factors exert an influence on pursuit of Name Act, but he assured
the membership that it does remain a primary goal and MALA will be financially ready to
move forward when the political climate becomes more favourable. E. Nnadi described
how other professions sometimes work together to acquire omnibus acts, which is why
MPPI and MALA were in early discussions to explore this option. B. Somers confirmed
that this was how the AALA achieved the Landscape Architects Regulation (LAR), a
regulation under the umbrella act Professional and Occupational Associations
Registration Act (POARA) - and he urged all members to review details at:
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/orders/orders_in_council/2010/1210/2010_491.html
M. Giesbrecht enquired what the next steps should be, and E. Nnadi indicated that MALA
will continue its discussions with MPPI and keep its finger on the political pulse. He also
hoped that progress with the CSLA Reciprocity Agreement might trigger some impetus.
E. Villafranca wondered about the link between Name Act and national reciprocity, and
he enquired about ongoing revisions to the agreement by BCSLA, OALA and AALA.
G. Manning agreed to address these developments later on the agenda.
C. Cohlmeyer noted that MALA is technically protected through The Architects Act
(Manitoba) by virtue of an agreement with the MAA to use the term "Landscape Architect"
so she wondered if all this angst about Name Act was somewhat unnecessary.
B. Somers acknowledged that she was correct and this was one reason why MALA was
letting MPPI take the lead on omnibus legislation and waiting to see what the CSLA
Reciprocity Agreement can accomplish.

5.

CONSIDERATION OF 2012 BUDGET
V. Lindberg introduced the 2012 Budget and indicated that a balanced budget of $49,649
was presented for the membership’s approval.
V. Lindberg noted that Actual Total Revenues in 2011 were considerably more than what
was budgeted, which was largely attributed to a significant increase in membership - 9
full Members and 10 Associates had been approved last year. She pointed out that this
increase was reflected in Fees and Charges, as well. She advised that proceeds for the
2010 MPPI/MALA Golf Tournament were received in 2011, and once again they came in
higher than anticipated - but this was a flow-through item anyway because these funds
are dedicated to support student initiatives, particularly the MALA Fellowship.
At this point, V. Lindberg announced that proceeds from the 2011 Golf Tournament will
be received shortly and she had recently been notified that MALA's share is $4,376.15.
She indicated that the Golf Tournament Organizing Committee is chaired by Aaron
Hirota, and he and the other volunteers who work hard on this annual event deserve
recognition for performing a great service to MALA.
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V. Lindberg conceded that Miscellaneous Revenues in 2011 came in well over budget but once again, most of this amount was flow-through funding, such as the cash collected
for the AGM dinner last year.
She noted that Actual Total Expenditures in 2011 were also higher than projected and
she outlined factors which contributed to this:
- an increase in Travel Expenses when the CSLA Congress was held in Iqaluit;
- more money expended in Grants to various initiatives (including a sponsorship for the
Warehouse publication and a pledge to Storefront Manitoba);
- increased Meeting Expenses when MALA switched to an evening event for the
combined AGM and MALA Night.
V. Lindberg indicated that now that MALA has a better handle on these and other
expenses, Council was confident that the budget for 2012 more accurately reflects
various commitments - including the publication of a new MALA Firm Roster.
In conclusion, she reported that 2011 Actual Revenues exceeded Expenditures in the
amount of $4,727 - but she assured the membership that the 2012 Budget was a realistic
projection of revenues and expenditures anticipated this year.
At this point, V. Lindberg asked if there were any questions. As there were none, she
asked for a motion to receive the 2011 Financial Statements as information and approve
the 2012 Budget.
MOVED by McLachlan/Villafranca that the unaudited Financial Statements as at December 31,
2011 be received as information, and the 2012 Budget be approved as presented.
CARRIED
6.

ELECTIONS TO COUNCIL
E. Nnadi invited G. Manning to present the elections to Council. G. Manning referred to
the Agenda attachment and reviewed the proposed slate of officers:
CANDIDATE

OFFICE [2012-2014]

Emeka Nnadi, CSLA
Bob Somers, CSLA
Monica Giesbrecht, CSLA
Chantal Alary, CSLA
Alan Tate, CSLA
Ryan Wakshinski, MALA
Gordon Bone, MALA
Lana Warantz
Shannon Loewen

Past President
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Director (University of Manitoba Rep)
Director
Director
Director (Associates Rep)
Director (Student Affiliates Rep) [one year only]

G. Manning noted that it was also necessary to confirm the appointment of Examining
Board members to allow for staggered terms:
Constantina Douvris, CSLA
Chantal Alary, CSLA
Christina Harris, CSLA

Examining Board Chair [2012-2013]
Examining Board Representative [2012-2014]
Examining Board Representative [2012-2015]

G. Manning invited further nominations from the floor, but as none were forthcoming he
declared the proposed slate of officers for Council and appointments to the Examining
Board by acclamation.
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At this point, MALA’s newly elected President, Bob Somers, thanked G. Manning for
serving as the Association's CSLA BoD Rep, and for being the "squeaky wheel" on behalf
of MALA.
7.

NEW BUSINESS
i) Suggested Revisions to Approved Code of Conduct
As Chair of the Ethics Committee, A. Tate advised that every 10 years or so, the students
are given an assignment to research the codes of conduct of other organizations and
make suggested recommendations. As a result of this exercise, a revised MALA Code of
Conduct had been distributed to the membership for review. In his opinion, the proposed
changes updated the status of the document relative to CSLA requirements, and it
served to reflect an appropriate stewardship role and pro bono/community involvement.
He recommended that all proposed changes be accepted and asked for a motion to open
the matter up for discussion.

MOVED by Douvris/Clark that proposed revisions to the Code of Conduct be approved, as
circulated.
TABLED
Explanation:
Under Item 4 (Responsibilities to Clients) D. Wagner objected to insertion of the word
"pertinent" in place of "all" in sub-point 1:
declare to pertinent clients any ongoing business relationship that the Member has with
any design-build operation whenever such a relationship may conflict with requirements
under the Code.
D. Wagner did not know how to define "pertinent" in this context and suggested that the
word be changed back to "all". A. Tate responded that this was recommended because
the declaration of such a relationship would have no relevance to a large number of
clients and it was best left to the practitioner to decide. G. Manning concurred and said
that he had attended a seminar on spec writing and the use of broad terms like "all" was
strongly discouraged. D. Spearman indicated that he definitely preferred the word
"pertinent". D. Wagner suggested a friendly amendment to omit the word "pertinent" and
"all", but no one seconded the motion.
E. Villafranca expressed concern that under Item 3 (Responsibilities to Society), subpoint 5 did not include a requirement to support communities in environmental protection
through the conservation of cultural resources. As an example, he mentioned that
practitioners should support and reflect the cultures of first nations people.
T. McLachlan disagreed because cultural resources are already linked to the
environment by virtue of definitions by the Government of Canada, so such a requirement
would be unnecessary. After some discussion, it became apparent that the membership
was not ready to vote to accept the revised document until this issue was resolved.
MOVED by Villafranca/Chorney that a provision for conservation of cultural resources be drafted
for inclusion in the Code of Conduct before presenting the revised document for formal approval.
CARRIED
A. Tate indicated that he would consult with E. Villafranca to assist with proposed
wording of this requirement.
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ii) Resolution: LARE Exams
After referring to the agenda attachment, B. Somers invited G. Manning to discuss the
significance of this issue in relation to the CSLA Reciprocity Agreement. G. Manning
explained that there was a push at the national level to establish reciprocity, but BCSLA
and OALA were reluctant to sign because they have implemented all sections of the
LARE as a membership requirement. After considerable negotiation, these components
agreed to waive completion of the LARE for "senior" practitioners (applicants with 10
years or more experience). Unfortunately, BCSLA changed its mind and stepped back
from the national agreement, opting to seek separate understandings with AALA and
OALA. SALA is now seeking Name Act and AALA is looking at adopting all sections of
the LARE, and these two components have managed to negotiate separate agreements
with each other - but MALA seems to be left out of the process because it has neither
Name Act or LARE (though CSLA has not given up its objective of negotiating a national
reciprocity agreement).
B. Somers summarized Council's position regarding the adoption of LARE by reviewing
the resolution.
MOVED by Bonde/Cohlmeyer that the LARE Resolution be approved, as circulated.
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
Explanation:
J. Chorney noted that writing Section A of the old LARE was stressful for her because
there was no clear help or mentorship offered by the Association, though B. Somers
reminded the membership that MALA now maintains a resource library of study materials
at the U of Manitoba. B. Bonde responded that she wrote the LARE in BC some ten
years ago and there was no support at that time, though study groups had been formed.
The BCSLA formalized these initiatives to help candidates, and she offered to help MALA
do the same. L. Wreford Taylor noted that she had written and passed all sections of the
LARE while living and working in Seattle, and she did not think it would be a problem for
U of Manitoba grads. She also offered her assistance to help candidates.
With regard to the resolution, D. Spearman noted that when MALA adopted Section A
some years ago, there was a "sunset" clause. He wondered if a similar clause was
intentionally left out, but he was assured it would be considered.
G. Manning announced that J. Frank had asked him to suggest the formation of a
committee to investigate the timing and implications of adopting LARE prior to
proceeding. J. Frank was inclined to study it in detail, with input from the U of Manitoba
and experienced practitioners, to make sure all issues were carefully considered first.
E. Villafranca reminded the membership that "senior" practitioners (those with 10 years
experience) could qualify for membership with other components, so he didn't see the
necessity of imposing all sections of LARE on MALA Associates. He expressed concern
that if approved, no members could be "grandfathered" in.
M. Giesbrecht enquired if there was some urgency for pursuing adoption of all sections of
the LARE at this time. B. Somers noted that the exams would be going digital in
September, though he conceded that adopting it today might not be advantageous or put
MALA on the table for achieving Name Act.
M. Giesbrecht indicated that she would like more information about how the exam is
graded, but E. Nnadi responded that it is done by CLARB and there are no obligations
placed upon components in this regard
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J. Trottier noted that there are financial implications to consider in imposing all sections of
the LARE, and he wondered how this grey zone impacts the decision since there is little
or no information available at this time.
B. Somers acknowledged that the membership seems unprepared to proceed with the
resolution at this time and he suggested that further discussion be tabled until a
committee can be charged to investigate and report further.
MOVED by Giesbrecht/Bonde that the LARE Resolution presented at the 2012 AGM be referred
to a committee for further investigation and reporting.
CARRIED
At this point, it was confirmed that Jeff Frank would serve as Chair of the LARE
Taskforce and other members were invited to volunteer. The following individuals
expressed an interest in participating on the LARE Taskforce:
Chantal Alary, MALA
Bhavana Bonde, MALA
Maggie Bonnetta, MALA
Meaghan Hunter (Associate)
Elizabeth Wagner (Associate
Jori Pincock (Student Affiliate)
8.

QUESTIONS
B. Somers invited questions from the membership. As there were none forthcoming, he
thanked all in attendance and asked for a motion to adjourn.

9.

ADJOURNMENT
MOVED by Wakshinski/Trottier that the meeting be adjourned (at 5:41 pm)

