Minutes
MALA Annual Meeting
Friday, March 8, 2013
Le Garage Café
166 Provencher Boulevard
IN ATTENDANCE (in person)
Full Members:
Chantal Alary
Shannon Baxter
David Bodnarchuk
Maggie Bonnetta*
Heather Cram
Bruce Dixon
Constantina Douvris
Ida Giannini
Monica Giesbrecht
Don Hester
Aaron Hirota*
Rick Hurst
Natasa Juck
Ted McLachlan
Glen Manning
Emeka Nnadi
Doug Peever
Ken Rech
Bob Somers
Dietmar Straub
Alan Tate
Jim Thomas
Jean Trottier
Joy Viberg
Eduardo Villafranca
Ryan Wakshinski + Guest
Jackie Wilkie
Liz Wreford Taylor

(by Proxy)
Allan Beech
Colin Berman
Gord Bone
Jocelyn Chorney
Cynthia Cohlmeyer
Cheryl Dixon
Jeffrey Frank
Christina Harris
Ana Hodych

Associates:
Mark Bauche
Kaili Brown
Ryan Epp
Negar Hakimjavadi
Tim Hogan
Jana Hoag
Vanessa Jukes
Andrea Kennedy*
Kurtis Kowalke
Lana Reimer*
Wendy Simonson
Christine Wilson-MacLeod
Aileen Zubriski
Students:
Jenna Atkinson
Kimberley Bamburak
Brtiney Bell
Marie Carey
Omar De Mesa
Matthew Derksen
James Frank
Meaghan Giesbrecht
Kaeley Gould
Trevor Grafton
Roxanne Gratton
Xuan He
Peter Hill
Vincent Hosein
InGi Kim
Stephanie Kirkland
Rachelle Kirouac
Kateryna Kreftsun

Scott Johnson
David Jonas
Laurie Lamb Wagner
Brad Lindeburgh
Steve Miville
Derek Murray
Chris Nelson
Cheryl Oakden
Stephen Popovich

Total of full members present: 53
Minimum required for quorum: 43 (51% of 84)

Students (cont'd):
Kristen Kuzdub
Blaise Lachiver
Tatum Lawlor
Mengyi Li
Vivian Lim
Andrea Linney
Daniel Loeb
Shannon Loewen
Michael Lucenkiw
Melissa Neirinck
Katherine Pihooja
Darko Sajdak
Heather Scott
Shawn Stankewich
Chelsea Synychych
Vince Tang
Katherine Walker
Adam Watson
Eric Wong
Garth Woolison
Trent Workman
Pearl Yip
Kai Zhu
Other:
Valerie Lindberg (Ex Dir)
Peter Briggs**
Brenda Brown*
Marcy Eaton
David Kressock, MAA*
*No Dinner
**No Charge for Dinner

Alexander Rattray
Susan Russell
Mike Scatliff
Dean Spearman
Ben Tymchyshyn
Gunter Schoch
Jennifer Wagner
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Therefore, it was established that a quorum existed and this was a legally constituted meeting in
accordance with the By-laws.
President B. Somers called the meeting to order at 4:20 p.m. He welcomed all in attendance,
with special acknowledgement of David Kressock, who was visiting as the President of the
Manitoba Association of Architects (MAA). B. Somers extended thanks to MALA Council for its
service during the last year, especially recent efforts by Student Affiliates Representative Marie
Carey, who did an excellent job of organizing the combined AGM and MALA Night.
1.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
B. Somers announced that a discussion of the DIALOGUE sessions would be added
under "New Business".

MOVED by Wilkie/Nnadi that the Agenda be approved.
CARRIED
2.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOVED by Wakshinski/Villafranca that the Annual General Meeting Minutes of March 23, 2012
be adopted as presented.
CARRIED
3.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
i) MALA Life Member Award
B. Somers announced that it was his honour to recognize Natasa Juck as the 5th
recipient of the MALA Life Member Award. He noted that Natasa is the first woman to be
awarded this status by MALA, which seemed particularly significant because March 8th is
celebrated as International Women's Day and this year marks the 40th anniversary of the
year MALA was founded.
After briefly summarizing Natasa's education, career highlights, volunteer work, lectures,
and her continued service to MALA, B. Somers confirmed that she had recently retired as
a Senior Associate at Hilderman Thomas Frank Cram after 28 years with the firm. In
recognition of her contributions to the community, the profession of landscape
architecture, and the Association, B. Somers indicated it was his pleasure to present her
with a small gift to mark the occasion of being awarded Life Member Status.
ii) CSLA Professional Awards
As Chair of the CSLA Professional Awards, Alan Tate was invited to comment on the
2013 program.
A. Tate announced that there had been 70 submissions, with 10 entries from the Prairie
provinces. Of the 40 award recipients, 13 projects would be recognized with National
Awards at the CSLA Gala on July 13th in Regina. He was pleased to announce that
National Citations would be awarded to two MALA firms, as follows:
Category: New Directions
Project: Folly forest
Recipient: Dietmar Straub, Straub Thurmayr CSLA Landschaftsarchiteckten
Client: Winnipeg School Division, Strathcona School
Category: Communications
Project: Water on the Land: Sustainable stormwater management guide
Recipient: Scatliff + Miller + Murray
Client: Rivers West
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A. Tate expressed his thanks to this year's jurors, which included MALA Member Jeff
Frank (representing the Prairies), together with several MALA Student Affiliates who
volunteered to assist in organizing the event.
4.

2012 ANNUAL REPORTS
i) Ethics Committee
A. Tate reminded the membership that there had been two contentions with proposed
revisions to the MALA Code of Conduct last year, and they had been resolved as follows:
Under item 3 (Responsibilities to Society), a sixth sub-point had been added, indicating
that a Member shall "be mindful of the heritage value of cultural resources and seek to
ensure their protection and promotion".
Under Item 4 (Responsibilities to Clients), a discussion had ensued regarding whether to
use the word "all" or "pertinent" in the first sub-point, and a decision had been made to go
with "pertinent", as a Member shall "declare to pertinent clients any ongoing business
relationship that the Member has with any design-build operation wherever such a
relationship may conflict with requirements under the Code".
With these issues resolved, he suggested that the membership should proceed with a
vote to adopt the revised document.

MOVED by Villafranca/Nnadi that the amended MALA Code of Conduct be approved, effective
March 8, 2013.
CARRIED
ii) Name Act Taskforce
B. Somers advised that there had been a significant push from the Planners (MPPI) for
their Name Act, so this matter has come to the fore again. In anticipation of the right time
to move on this, MALA was currently in the process of updating letters of support from
various organizations (to replace existing stale-dated letters) and a lawyer has been
working for us pro bono. MALA was advised to wait and see if the MPPI Act is tabled in
the spring, as anticipated, before proceeding further.
In the meantime, B. Somers noted that the CSLA Reciprocity Agreement has served to
fuel renewed efforts, though it doesn't address our position. He hoped to have good
news to share next year, and expressed his thanks to Emeka Nnadi and Eduardo
Villafranca for their continued service on the Taskforce.
iii) LARE Taskforce
B. Somers reviewed recent developments since the Taskforce had been instructed to
investigate the adoption of all four sections of the LARE. A significant issue was that
there is no longer a testing facility in Winnipeg and the nearest one is located in Fargo,
ND. As a result, MALA has decided to table adoption of all exams until Associates can
be better accommodated - but standardization is still needed because it is a major
obstacle to complete reciprocity. B. Somers noted that Section 1 was adopted when a
local testing facility was available, so MALA is offering a one-time grant to Associates to
help offset travel costs (50% of actual travel costs to a maximum of $150.00) and Council
will review Associate dues to ensure that our fees are in line with other components.
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iv) CSLA BoD Representative
E. Nnadi referred to several initiatives, including the CSLA Reciprocity Agreement, the
hiring of Michelle Legault as the full-time CSLA Executive Director, and issues pertaining
to the Governance Taskforce. He noted that CSLA intends to formalize relationships with
the components within an articulated governance structure, and he suggested that there
is an opportunity here to get CSLA assistance on important issues of common interest to
all components. With regard to reciprocity, he advised that all components (with the
exception of BCSLA) has endorsed the proposed agreement. Although it doesn't resolve
labour mobility issues for MALA, it does clarify requirements for practitioners and the
document will be signed at the upcoming CSLA Congress in Regina. E. Nnadi
announced the significant development of a Governor General's Award in Landscape
Architecture, which will be awarded for the first time in Ottawa next year.
5.

CONSIDERATION OF 2012 BUDGET
V. Lindberg introduced the 2013 Budget and indicated that a balanced budget of $50,015
was presented for the membership’s approval.
She noted that Actual Total Revenues in 2012 were considerably more than what was
budgeted, but this was largely attributed to the fact that MALA only budgeted $2,000 for
the MPPI/MALA Golf Tournament and $9,342.19 was received. The proceeds of the
2011 tournament had been received in April and the proceeds of the 2012 tournament
had been received in December, so this doubled the amount. She advised that MPPI
wants to ensure that each year's proceeds are distributed before December 31st from
now on, so hopefully this will prevent future distortions in this line item. She also
indicated that MALA has decided to project a more realistic figure for golf tournament
revenues to prevent skewed results.
V. Lindberg reiterated that the funds from the MPPI/MALA Golf Tournament are
dedicated to support student initiatives, particularly the MALA Fellowship. She noted that
the volunteers on the Golf Tournament Organizing Committee are currently gearing up
for another successful event in May, so she encouraged support of their efforts by
participating in the tournament, as well as continuing to recognize their outstanding
contribution to MALA.
V. Lindberg noted that Actual Total Expenditures in 2012 were slightly lower than
projected. This was largely attributed to the fact that funds were collected for the new
MALA Firm Roster, but the document was not distributed before year end because of
missed deadlines - so printing and mailing costs were much lower than anticipated.
Publication of the new Firm Roster will be completed in due course, so fees collected this
year will go to fund next year's publication, which will likely become the pattern from now
on.
V. Lindberg conceded that in 2012, Actual Revenues exceeded Expenditures in the
amount of $7,884, mainly for reasons already explained. However, she assured the
membership that the 2013 Budget is a realistic projection of revenues and expenditures
anticipated this year.
At this point, V. Lindberg asked if there were any questions. As there were none, she
asked for a motion to receive the 2012 Financial Statements as information and approve
the 2013 Budget.

MOVED by Giesbrecht/Wilkie that the unaudited Financial Statements as at December 31, 2012
be received as information, and the 2013 Budget be approved as presented.
CARRIED
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6.

APPOINTMENT TO EXAMINING BOARD
B. Somers noted that it was necessary to confirm the appointment of Examining Board
members to allow for staggered terms:
Chantal Alary, CSLA
Christina Harris, CSLA
Ryan Wakshinski, CSLA

Examining Board Chair [term expires 2014]
Examining Board Representative [term expires 2015]
Examining Board Representative [2013-2016]

B. Somers thanked the out-going Chair, Constantina Douvris, for her service to the
Association during her three-year term. He then invited further nominations from the
floor, but as none were forthcoming he declared the appointments to the Examining
Board by acclamation.
7.

NEW BUSINESS
i) DIALOGUES: Pedagogy + Practice in Landscape Architecture
B. Somers thanked Monica Giesbrecht and Marie Carey for their recent work and efforts
on the Communications Committee. The Committee had noticed that no designers had
been recognized in the "State of the City" address, so this was a situation that MALA
intended to address.
In the meantime, he referred to the series of three DIALOGUE sessions that had been
hosted at the U of M and facilitated by Janet Walker in January and February. The focus
of the discussions between the U of M and MALA (three sessions to accommodate MALA
Associates, full Members, and Student Affiliates) had been education and practice. He
was impressed that 50 different individuals had attended and participated, and each
session included an overview of the Undergraduate and MLA programs, participant
observations, and an open discussion regarding how to facilitate the transition from
studentship to practice. B. Somers advised that ideas were being developed to ensure
that this process continues in a systematic way because this connection was considered
an important beginning.

8.

QUESTIONS
B. Somers invited questions from the membership. As there were none forthcoming, he
thanked all in attendance and indicated that he looked forward to continued association
over cocktails and dinner, to be followed by the keynote address by CSLA PresidentElect, Peter Briggs.

9.

ADJOURNMENT
MOVED by Giesbrecht that the meeting be adjourned (at 4:58 pm)

